





The purpose of the ADG is to develop better communication between Dendrobatid 
breeders in North America. It is designed, by its format and bi-monthly distribution, to 
provide current information and new developments in the hobby. We hope that this will 





aid in solving some of the problems which confront us all. This newsletter appears 
bimonthly at a cost $10.00 per calander year. Back issues for 1992 are available for $5.00; 
back issues for 1993 are available for $10.00. 

Subscriptions, comments, articles, etc. should be sent to Charles Powell (2932 
Sunburst Dr., San Jose, CA 95111 Tel.: (408) 363-0926) . 











We would like to incl we in an upcoming Newsletter a number of photographs 
illustrating various frogs. These photographs will be reproduce by color photocopy to keep 
the price reasonable. We are asking for submission of high quality prints or slides which 
ual a a well. Please subm 


it duplicates, not original work, to the Newsletter editor. 

















by Alicia Pinzari 





[am a novice hobbyist only obtaining my first four Dendrobate, D. auratus in October 
of last year. In late November I obtained three adult D. tinctorius. Within a week the female 
laid 4 eggs which were not viable. On December 19 she laid a clutch of 9 eggs. She laid her 
eggs ona hoya leaf in a2” x3” ceramic plant container turned on its side. Mind you, I was 
not at all prepared for this occurrence to happen so quickly. Hence, no half coconut, no 
petri- dish, and certainly no plastic leaf, which is all the ‘goodies’ a hobbyist should have 
if they are seriously considering breeding Dendrobatid frogs. A quick call to an experi- 
enced hobbyist informed me that I must remove the eggs for artificial incubation because 
the papa frog probably would not take care of the eggs by keeping them moist. Okay. Now 
what? 

I gently lifted off and separated five eggs, leaving four in the container just to see if 
indeed the male would care for the eggs, or not. My friend was right because within four 
days the eggs that were left in the terrarium disappeared. In fairness to the papa frog I must 
tell you that there is a second adult male D. tinctorius in the same terrarium. Both of them 
visited the eggs, so I was not able to determine if the papa frog ate or destroyed the eggs or 
if it was s male number two. 

The five eggs that I pulled I put onto a hoya leaf for lack of a plastic leaf. 
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why they needed a leaf at all to change into tadpoles? Certainly the eggs are not going to 
know the difference. I placed leaf and eggs onto a small plastic container with a little water 
around the eggs. In four days Inoticed that the hoya leaf began to rot at its edges (aha, that’s 
= why you have to use a plastic leaf). Two days later the rot reached the eggs and they began 
to go bad. Looking through a magnifying glass I could see that two eggs were still viable. 
The ultimate decision was to separate them yet again. I couldn’t believe that I was doing 
all of this. Either way, the chances of survival of the eggs seemed to be ninety-five percent 
nil. I very carefully separated them and placed them onto a make-shift plastic disk which 
was placed into a small plastic cover. Using an eye dropper I placed a few drops of water 
around the edges of the eggs being careful not to drop water directly on the eggs. I kept 
them in my aqua brooder mainly to protect the small container from being accidently 
knocked over or disturbed by a careless family member, bird, or whatever. I checked daily 
for water content and added a few drops if too much evaporated. Cheers! I could see 
development, they were still alive. 

Egg number one changed into a tadpole in 15 days, number two in 17 days. I put 
them into a 2” x 2” plastic container with an inch of water. The water I used was prepared 
several days prior to egg hatching. For lack of a better words Ishall refer to it as ‘aged water.’ 
Now, what to feed the critters? My decision was based on articles that I’ve read or from 
other dendrobatid hobbyists, and just plain old ‘common horse sense.” What I finally 
settled on is Wardley Spirulina Plus® (algae), Tetra Min Bay Fish Food ‘E’® for egg layers, 
and when the tadpoles were 15 days old Iadded Wardley Total Tropical Flak Food®. All 
the food is for tropical fish and can be found in most shops that sell fish for hobbyist. 

Every other day I changed the water using ‘aged water,’ never water directly from 
the tap. It was left overnight or longer, and to every 16 ounces of water ladded 9 or 10 drops 
of iodine, hopefully to prevent spindly-leg syndrome. There seem to be as many methods 
of using iodine as there are brands of iodine one can use. Not being able to find the brand 
my friend suggested, I settled for Providine Solution® 10%, (used for horses and cows; 
available iodine 1%), purchased in a feed store that sell horse food. I added the iodine to 
the water before it aged added duck weed (from my water gardens) at every water change. 
Baby fish like duck weed so I thought perhaps the tadpoles would eat it also. There is a tiny 
water fly that breeds in the duck weed and perhaps the tadpoles would find it delectable. 
It was worth a try, and certainly would not be harmful. 

Presently, the tadpoles are 38 and 40 days old. I read that it takes 90 days before they 
began to metamorphous. It’s difficult for me to know exactly how these tadpoles are 
progressing because I have no other Dendrobatid tadpoles to compare them with. It does 
seem, however, that they are growing at an average rate. They are approximately 7 mm 
long, not including the tail. A friend that breeds Dendrobatids told me that the longer they 
remain tadpoles the better. They will grow larger and be stronger froglets. It shall never 
cease to amaze me that through all of these trials and separations I ended up with two 
wiggly, healthy tadpoles. Oh yes, they out-grew their 2” x 2” home and are now happily 
ensconced in a 12” x 5” palace with 1.5” of water. More room to wiggle in and about rocks 
and duck weed. My female D. tinctorius laid nine more eggs last night. This time I am 
prepared. 
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LPFUL HINTS 
Dendrobatid Groups-Everyone who is interested in learning more about 
Dendrobatid frogs should consider j joining the British Dendrobati d Group. For meer 
hip information contact Bob and Val Davis (5 Richards Rd. , Standish, Wigan, WN6 0QU, 
England). 
Other Dendrobatid groups include: Dutch (L Jendrobatidae Nederland, c/o Hans 
Zwoter ink, Roelf B Bosmastraat 62,7462 ME Rijssen, Holland) and the Swedish (c/o Douglas 
Potter, Dondegärdet 6, 42433 An gered, Sweden) groups. 
Transport of juvenile frogs-For the past few years there have been interchanges of 
tween Holland and UK members of the British Dendrobatid Group. Generally, this 
has been by the purchase of juvenile frogs from Holland and I have bought them [into the 
country]. The frogs apparently grow well and most have now been bred. So what is the 
problem? At the same time as the purchase of juvenile frogs several of our members have 
brought tadpoles. Side by side comparisons have shown that the resultant frogs from 
tadpoles are considerably larger than those moved as small frogs. Without side by side 
comparisons everything appears to be as it should be. By Mick Bajcar gy in part, 
with permission from the British Dendrobatid Group Newsletter, No. 19 (December, 
1993). 
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ADDS: For Sale | 
Dendrobates auratus ‘Hawaii’ $25 ea. Eric Anderson 


Dendrobates leucomelas ‘Orange’ $60 ea. 12231 Newberry Rd. 
Dendrobates tinctorius ‘Cobalt’ $40 ea. Gainesville, FL 32607 
Dendrobates tinctorius ‘Brazil’ $60 ea. 

(lots of yellow) 
Epipedobates tricolor (3 morphs) $30 to $50 ea. 
Dendrobates auratus ‘El Cope’ $25 ea. Charles Nishihara 
Dendrobates imitator = $65ea. 3271 Pinao St. 
Dendrobates tinctorius ‘Cobalt’ $35 ea. Honolulu, HI 96822 
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Dendrobates tricolor - male -$50 Charles Powell] 
Brick red with — green stripes 2932 Sunburst Dr. 
Single calling male for sale or as breeding loan San Jose, CA 95111 
Originally from Serpent’s Eg 
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Reptile Specialities John Uhern, 1 0051 Commerce, Tujunga, CA 91042 Tel. (818) 352-1796; 
Fax (818) 353-7381) have various captive breed Dendrobatids imported from Germany for 
sale. Write or call for information. 


_ The Serpent’s Egg (1809 Irving St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20010 Tel. (202) 462 9443) has 
various wild caught and captive breed frogs for sale Write or call for information. 





Wanted: 
Dendrobates pumilio - female Sean Eric Malolepsy 
red with blue legs 1742 N. Pheasant 
| Anaheim, CA 928 
(714) 993-3001 
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Brice Noonan 
TAA 53rd Terrace SW 


Dendrobates leucomelas - male 





Dendrobates azureus - female Charles L. Powell, H 
2932 Sunburst Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95111 


\2U0) 909-707 4O 





David Luz (598 Dott St., Pennsburg, PA 18073) is look for a beginning culture of the lesser 
waxworms. If anyone can help please contact him at the above address. 





NEW MEMBERS 
Jaap -Jan DeGreef (Florida) 
Antonio Gualtieri (Illinois) 


Marc Lerner (California) 











EEEIEE EEEE enero a e = = = Sere eee 








AMERICAN DENDROBATID GROUP NEWSLETTER, PAGE 5 














a 








= Dendrobates leucomelas F1. Photographed by Ed Oshaben. 
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